Still an active military base Fort Monroe, located on Old Point Comfort, houses the prison cell of Jefferson Davis who was confined there between May 22 and October 2, 1865 as a suspect in the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. After taking sick Davis was moved to Carroll Hall located elsewhere on the base where he was held until his release in May 1867.
 
Fort Monroe was one of the few forts in the South not to fall to Confederates at the start of the war. Because the fort was to strong to be attacked it served as the base of operations for the Union Army in the Norfolk area, allowing Union troops to be brought in to Virginia in large numbers without risk of attack by Confederate forces. When the fort became overcrowded in 1861 Camp Hamilton was established on the mainland under the protection of the big guns in what is now the town of Phoebus.
 
Union General George McClellan sailed his army south to Fort Monroe in 1862 to start his ill fated Peninsula Campaign. The fort was a secure place to land and get organized without having to worry about Confederate interference. Because the Fort is on an island it quickly became over crowded so Camp Hamilton was established to take the overflow.
 
Fort Monroe guards the entrance to Hampton Roads where the battle between the Monitor and the Merrimac took place. In this blocking position, Fort Monroe played a key roll in the Union Blockade of the Confederacy, placing enormous economic pressure on the government in Richmond. Because of it size, construction and big guns the Confederates never tried to attack the Fort. The big guns were fired during the battle between the ironsides, but that was about it.
